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DMS Mission Statement
The mission of Dubuque Montessori
School is to bring together children
of all social, economic and cultural
backgrounds in an atmosphere that
encourages children to develop to
their fullest potential, using proven,
child-directed Montessori methods
and materials in a warm, nurturing,
safe and loving environment.

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! Many of you already know me, but for
those of you who do not, my name is Beth Duccini and this is my second year as
Director at DMS. I have held many different positions here over the past 12 years
and am so grateful for all of the experiences and the wonderful people I have met
through the years. I am so honored to be a part of this beautiful little school and
to work with such amazing fellow staff and Board of Director members. I am
looking forward to getting better acquainted with our new families and getting
caught up with the old!
I also would like to introduce someone you also may already know! Shannon
Haynes is our new Assistant Director and will be in the office with me. I am so
happy to have her by my side! This is Shannon’s fourth year here. She was an
Assistant Teacher for 3 years before taking on this new role. Shannon will be
taking care of scrip orders, child schedules and accounting just to name a few of
her roles here. She will also be helping get the children into school at arrival
time in the morning. Welcome to the office Shannon!
A big welcome to our new staff members- Kimlee Jesse (Mississippi River Room
all day assistant), Ashley Lau (Extended Care assistant), Jennifer Oney Hooven
(Extended Care assistant), and Izzy Duccini (Extended Care assistant). These
new and our old familiar staff members are some of the most nurturing, caring,
and respectful people I know. We are so fortunate to have them here at DMS. If
you would like to become more familiar with our staff, please visit our new
website at www.dubuquemontessori.org. You will find bios of our staff under
the “About Us” tab.
Each year at DMS we have a different theme based on a three year rotation. This
year we are celebrating the “Year of Science”! We will be putting a bit more
emphasis on all things science related and doing lots of fun experiments. If you,
a family member or friend has any knowledge or special talent related to science,
we love to have guest visitors! You can set something up with your child’s
teacher or contact me. If you have any talent non-science related we would still
love to have you! Children love having visitors come in and teach them!
As we are going into our second week, the children are already settling in
comfortably. I am so excited to watch them grow and flourish. I am also looking
forward to spending more time focusing on our Montessori materials in future
newsletters and along with our Education Committee, providing families with
Montessori Education evenings in the coming months.
From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank you all for choosing Dubuque
Montessori School. I understand that you do have a choice where to send your
child/children and am sure a lot of you did many tours before settling. It means
the world to us that you trust us with your precious children and that you value a
preschool Montessori education.
Have a beautiful September!
Beth

As a parent-run, not-for profit organization, we rely
heavily on volunteers. There are many opportunities
for you to volunteer throughout the year and your
time commitment can range from very little to
substantial. We truly appreciate any and all support
you are able to provide!
Some volunteer opportunities include:
• Serving on the Board of Directors
• Serving on a Board committee (do not need to
be on the Board of Directors)
• Providing food for staff in-service days
• Being part of Parent Club
• Being a SCRIP Coordinator
• Changing the marquee
• Classroom volunteer
This is by no means a complete list of the volunteer
opportunities available. Please be on the lookout for
volunteer opportunities throughout the year and be
sure to complete the volunteer form and return it as
soon as possible! The volunteer form is also available
on our website!

September 8-Popsicles in the Playground
3-5:00 PM @ DMS Playground
September 9- DMS Board Meeting @ 6:15 PM
September 25- Panera Dine Out Night
October 8- Special Someone’s Night Open
House 6- 7:30 PM @ DMS
October 13- Pumpkins in the Park @ 3-5:00 PM
@ Flora Park Steel Pavilion

This Sunday September 8 we will be having
“Popsicles on the Playground” at DMS from 3:00- 5:00
pm. Stop by to meet old and new classmates while
enjoying a frozen treat! This is a free community
building event and will be a great way to meet fellow
DMS families!
Mark your calendars! Melissa Chippenfield from Fox &
Me Photography will be offering two fall photo
sessions for DMS families. The dates are September
28th and October 12th from 9:30 am- 12pm. Go to
the DMS website to find the flyer for pricing. Half of
the session proceeds will be donated to DMS! You can
check out her work on Instagram and Facebook by
searching for Fox and Me Photography, schedule your
session at www.foxandmephotography.com

Reading to and with young children is important for
their development. In line with the Diversity Equity and
Inclusion Initiative, please find a selection of
Multicultural Books:
•

All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold and
Suzanne Kaufam

•

Chocolate Milk, Por Favor! Celebrating Diversity
with
Empathy by Maria Dismondy
asdfasdfaThank

Our first dine-out night of the year will be held at
Panera on Wednesday September 25 from 4:00- 8:00
pm. Show the flyer (on our website and Facebook
page) to the cashier when ordering and a portion of
the proceeds from your meal will go to DMS. You can
also order online for pick-up or delivery using the
code PRFUND. Its a great way to support DMS and
have a meal!

• Lovely by Jess Hong
• Different is Awesome by Ryan Haack
• The Push- A Story of Friendship by Patrick
Gray
Happy Reading!!

This years “Pumpkins in the Park” event has been
scheduled for Sunday October 13, 2019 from
3:00-5:00 pm at Flora Park. There will be more
details to follow!

Thank you to Parent Club for the wonderful treats
and food during set up week and bagels on our first
day of school!
Thank you Nicole Powers for taking on our website!
It looks fantastic and you are a great asset to our
marketing committee!

Prepare your garden for next Spring with beautiful bulbs!
Order forms for Dutch Mill bulbs will be sent home or you
can place your order online now through 9/13 at https://
groups.dutchmillbulbs.com/shop/?
affiliates=dubuquemontessorischool
The link to order is also on our website.
All proceeds benefit the Peter Carroll Scholarship Fund.

Thank you to DMS parent and owner of JMac
Photography Jessica McCarty-Kelly for taking such
gorgeous pictures for our website! We appreciate
the time and talent you gave!
Thank you Stephen Fehsal for arranging our new,
beautiful parking lot, mulch for our playground and
our new outdoor water faucet!
Thank you Tim Haynes (Shannon's husband) for
putting up our shelves in the kitchen. They look
amazing!

Dubuque Montessori School purchases gift cards at a
discount and families can purchase them at face value.
Dubuque Montessori then receives the discount percentage
into our fundraising account. Orders are placed roughly
every two weeks and there are many businesses to choose
from!
Check it out at www.shopwithscrip.com and use enrollment
code B14FB1LD4661 when registering for Dubuque
Montessori School to receive the profits.
Thank you for supporting DMS!

Simple, ongoing ways to raise
funds for DMS
Dubuque Montessori School participates in the
Green Vision Education Program through the
Dubuque Metropolitan Area Solid Waste Agency
(DMASWA).
Green Tips of the Month:
• Pack a waste-free lunch by using reusable
containers, water bottles, and lunchboxes instead
of paper bags and disposable items.
• Have thoughtful conversations with your kids about
making greener, healthier choices

• Use Amazon Smile when making online
purchases from Amazon and choose Dubuque
Montessori School as the charitable
organization. Tell your family and friends
too! www.amazonsmile.com
• Use our Shutterfly Storefront when ordering
pictures and gifts. Tell your family and
friends too! http://
dubuquemontessori.shutterflystorefront.com
• Collect and turn in Box Tops for Education!

